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mandate style house, benefitting from state-of-the-art designs
and techniques. “We rook the architectural style of the existing
building to the next level by adding three floors, and built a
modern tower next to i, Sandro Saadeé goes on 1o say.

The project is yet another first for the nation. LArmonial meets
all the components of an eco-friendly development and will also
be certified as green building. And Greenstone is going the whole
nine yards, partnering with specialists for anti-seismic construction,
thermal and acoustic insulation, and energy efficiency. “In that
sense, LArmonial can be labeled green,” Sandro Saadé argues.
The development, which is due for completion by mid 2012, sets
itself apart as a model economically viable solution for preserving
heritage. “We're happy to give at least an example of how that can
be done and how others might wish to follow suit in evaluating
a building before deciding to tear it down ... in a country where
everybody is forgetting about the heritage,” he adds.

The plot thickens

Legislators are guilty as charged for this haphazardness, Sandro
Saadé opines. “Even people attached to their homes will
understandably be tempted to sell their property if offered
$10,000 to $15,000 per square meter. SO owners are not to blame,
he indicates. “Today, one can only buy the coefficient and keep
the old house if one owns an empty piece of land next to the plot.
So if there is no empty land next to the empty building, the old
building is doomed to be razed.” There is a list of ways to deal with
this pickle, Sandro Saadé explains. “The municipality can say if you
own a piece of land with a house on it you can sell the coefficient
to someone else that is not adjacent to the land,” he proposes.
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Greenstone has taken local heritage preservation one step
further. Last summer, it sponsored “From the Alphabet to the
Nahda" event in collaboration with the Culture Ministry, which
aimed to promote the conservation of the architectural heritage
of the Zokak Al-Blat neighborhood, reflecting a keen interest in
safeguarding Lebanon’s rich culture, While the developer plans to
press forward with such initiatives, “there is a limit to what the
private sector can do, as one cannot expect the whole private
sector to do that. Certain laws are required,” notes Karim Saadé.
“Initiatives will continue, but for the whole market to be able to
systematically work this way, laws are needed.” s
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